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12.0 Prospect Lane

View from south east corner – similar view to previous survey

View of the avenue from south east corner – Prospect Lane on the right
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12.0 Prospect Lane

Oak trees near northern boundary, adjacent to Longstock Road

View of park from north east corner, netball post and just beyond tubular seat –
similar view as previous survey
Photographs: Janice & Trevor Bennetts
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12.1 Prospect Lane
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12.2 Prospect Lane
HCC Site ID
Designations
Date Visited

Not on Register
None
August 2017

Grid Ref
Size

Landranger 197 SU 726 086
1.0 ha

Location and Site
Except for the south west corner where there are brick walls, Prospect Lane, Longstock Road,
Leckford Road and Verwood Road form a roughly rectanglar shape for the Prospect Lane open space
and play area. It is approximately 2 miles north east of the centre of Havant and to the east of the
B2149 road to Petersfield. The site was formerly agricultural land. While there is slight mounding on
the north-east corner, the land slopes generally from north to south.
Historic Development
The Ordnance Survey map of 1909 notes that the northern, southern and eastern boundaries were once
part of a field system with an avenue of oaks on the northern boundary and a line of them on the
eastern one. The map shows that some of these oaks were surveyed when the first edition Ordnance
Survey was carried out, in the 1880s or earlier. At this time Prospect Lane was called Leigh Lane. It is
uncertain whether the field was part of Prospect Farm to the north or Leigh Park Farm to the south
west. However, both estates were incorporated into the Leigh Park estate, under the ownership of
William Stone, in 1863. When it was for sale in 1936, the Prospect Farm comprised some 134 acres
(Leigh Park online). After World War II, the Leigh Park estate was bought by Portsmouth City
Council for housing. Tim Lambert’s timeline suggests that the surrounding houses were built in the
1960s (Leigh Park timeline online).
Current Description
The open space is mainly grass. Around the centre there is a small hard standing area with a netball
post, and close-by a tubular seating arrangement. Three mature oaks survive on the northern
boundary and an avenue of oaks, with one horse chestnut, on the southern half of the boundary
adjacent to Prospect Lane. Three widely spaced sycamores have been planted on the western
boundary but they have little impact on the landscape. The main fenced play area dominates the south
east corner, with two gates for public entry and one for maintenance. Within the area there is hard
standing around the play equipment, which looks fairly new. At the time of the visit there were no
other people on the site, and it looked likely that the open space is used as a short cut to the adjacent
bus stop on Prospect Lane. According to a Portsmouth News item in 2012, this space is potentially
due for additional housing (News online).
Summary and Significance
Prospect Lane’s open space with mature trees and play area, is a potentially valuable green space
within a density populated housing development, and is some distance from other facilities.
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12.2 Prospect Lane
References
Map
3rd ed. 25” OS map 1909 Hampshire County Council
Electronic sources
Leigh Park online http://www.leighpark.stauntoninfo.co.uk/29314.html [accessed 7/8/2017]
Leigh Park timeline online http://www.localhistories.org/leightime.html [accessed 7/8/2017]
News online http://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/politics/thousands-of-new-homes-for-havant-13596607 [accessed 7/8/2017]
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12.3 Urban Parks & Open Spaces Survey/Update Record
A.

General Perception

Type/ emphasis of park

Neighbourhood lot: grass rectangle

Condition & level of use

Estimate low use – as a walk through: moderate condition

Location in relation to
urban centres

Residential – some distance from shops

Significant landscape
elements

Slight mounding in NE corner

Approx. age (site
observation)

1960s housing around the open space

Does park fit criteria for
Register?

B.

It does not fit criteria for Register

Land Cover

KEY:

1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition

%

Types

95

Amenity Grass

1

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park

2

3

✓

4

5

Notes

✓

Rough Grass/Meadow
Woodland/plantation
Shrub/display planting
Water
Formal recreation
Hard surface/pitches
5

Play areas

✓

✓

Fenced - 5 pieces most on soft
tarmac - newish

Other
Other
100%
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C.

Facilities/Features

KEY:

1
2
3

Type
Entrances

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition
1 2 3 4

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park

5
Completely open on all sides except SW corner

Boundaries
NWE

Roads
Part road, and part brick wall, separating the park
✓ from adjacent housing

✓

S
Paths and steps

✓

Pavements adjacent to roads and tarmac path around
SW corner

✓

✓

Portsmouth City Council ‘No Dog’ signs at the 2
entrances to the children’s play area.

✓

✓

✓
Signs/interpretation

Furniture (bins, seats)
2 all purpose bins
Covered tubular seating area near netball post on
✓
✓ tarmac
Metal seat in play area
✓
✓
Concrete supports, wooden slats seat NE corner
✓
✓
Buildings/Arch. feat. e.g. arches, walls (include use, historic value, style
None
Sculpture:
None
Lighting
Street lighting along roads
Play areas:
Enclosed area with 2 gates for access, 1 locked for maintenance
Mainly grass area of varying condition
✓
✓
Small tarmac rectangle with 1 netball post – shooting
✓
✓
area marked on tarmac
5 pieces of play equipment – reasonably new
✓
✓
Significant views and vistas: within and outside site
Views of housing on all sides
Sign. Topography: esp. Features influencing design
Slight mounding to NE corner
Slopes N to S
Woodland/plantation: species mix, approx. age, management recommendations
None
Major tree groups: e.g. specimen trees, avenues
Specimen trees

✓

✓

Line of 3 oaks parallel to Longstock Road (N)
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Type

1

Avenues

✓

2

3 4
✓

✓

Other

5
An avenue of oaks between play area and Prospect
Lane + 1 horse chestnut
3 isolated sycamores/acers near west boundary have
✓ little impact

Shrub planting: e.g. hedges, shrubberies
None
Display planting: e.g. herbaceous planting, bedding
None
Formal hedges
None
Water features
None

D. Community Value
Yes
Well used/respected by community? *See below
Evidence of community group use? ** See below
Opening hours
Notes:





No

24 hours

*Not able to judge as no one was seen to speak to.
** No one using the facilities on a Saturday afternoon visit,
Most likely used as a through route and dog walking – very little litter. Bus stop on the east
side.
Railings, mentioned in the last survey adjacent to Prospect Lane, have been removed.

E. Wildlife value
Not able to judge but would assume low

F.

Adjacent land use

% Location (or as map)
100 Residential
KEY:

A
B
C
D

Residential
Commercial/office/shops
Industrial
Institutional/Educational

Type
A

Notes
1960s housing, high density.
E
F
G

Other open space
Coast
Other (describe)
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G.

General

(i)

Noticeable Problems/Constraints



(ii)

Open area with little identity
Tubular seating near netball plot most uncomfortable for older people to sit on.

Noticeable unrealised potential

Notes:
•
•

i.e. Stats, drainage, dog fouling, lighting, contamination, safety, Rights of Way, opening
hours.
i.e. work required beyond scope of study, e.g. archaeological, ecological, silvicultural,
conservation, restoration.
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13.0 Riders Lane

Bridge over the stream

Overgrown planting on banks of the Stream
Photographs: Janet & Tony Hurrell
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13.0 Riders Lane

Former play area

House backing onto the
Stream

Photographs: Tony Hurrell
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13.1 Riders Lane

Former play area
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13.2 Riders Lane
HCC Site ID
Designations

Not on Register
None

Date Visited

May 2017

Grid Ref
Size

Landranger 197 SU 712 079
Difficult to assess as there are no
clearly defined borders No change
from 1997.

Location and Site
There is no defined park area for Riders Lane and inclusion in the Parks Review relates to its public
open space walking amenity that it provides. This part of the Stream is bounded on the West by the
residential Riders Lane and runs from Purbrook Way in the South, northwards and slightly eastwards
towards Dunsbury Way.
Historic Development
The walkway through from Purbrook Way to Dunsbury Way has been developed alongside the
changes made to the larger Hermitage Stream site from the 1970s. In the 1990s some streamside
planting, new bridges and a play area appeared.
Current Description
In 2017 maintenance of the banks of the stream, the bridge and the planting is not at all evident. The
base for the play area is all that remains. The whole has an air of neglect with rubbish casually
discarded.
Summary & Significance
Its significance lies in the potential for renewal of a pleasant amenity area in a residential area of
Havant.
References
http://www.hermitagestream.co.uk/ - accessed May 2017
Urban Park Survey 1997 HCC
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13.3 Urban Parks & Open Spaces Survey/Update Record
A.

General Perception

Type/ emphasis of park

Condition & level of use

Location in relation to
urban centres
Significant landscape
elements

B.

Described in 1995 Report as a ‘linear pocket park’. The linear effect
remains
Overall the condition is not good and the areas close to the stream
which runs through the designated ‘park’ are overgrown and seemingly
unmanaged. Level of use is difficult to assess as the whole is a
walkway through a housing area.
A residential site with houses along the west side, a main road to the
south and back gardens close to the east side. Close to amenities in
Havant.
Grassed linear walkway by tree-lined stream edged with unrestrained
cow parsley and wild iris, a tributary of Hermitage Stream. Two
bridges, one green metal and one wooden with water sometimes in a
concrete channel.

Land Cover

KEY:

1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park

2

3

%

Type

90

Amenity Grass

✓

Rough Grass/Meadow

✓

Woodland/plantation

✓

Shrub/display planting

✓

Water

✓

5

5

1

4
5

Play areas

5

Notes
Where mowed grass is
uniform

✓

Formal recreation
Hard surface/pitches

4

✓

Unmanaged
The stream runs through the
area
None
Paths average to poor
Had been a play area, now
bare with worn surface and no
equipment

Other
100%
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C.

Facilities/Features

KEY:

Type
Entrances :

1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition
1 2 3

4
5
4

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park (visual)

5
No entrances, an open walking site in housing area

Boundaries : hedge / wall/ fence etc
Dunsbury Way running south from the northern end
of the open space
Back gardens of houses
Purbrook Way, a busy through road
Part way along Riders Lane, a residential road, then
a community hall and back gardens

North
East
South
West
Paths and steps: material etc
✓ ✓ ✓

Some paths better than others through areas of grass
and alongside the stream. Some deterioration near
the stream.

Signs/interpretation : location; type
✓

A Wayfarer signboard on the main road to the south,
depicting a hedgehog

Furniture: bins; seats
None noted
Buildings/Arch. Features (eg.arches, walls): style; use
None
Sculpture: location; type
None noted
Lighting
No lighting as open pathways. Unlikely to be used
much after dark
Play areas
The 1995 Report noted a play area on the south side
close to the main road which no longer exists. A soft
tarmac area denotes where the play area probably
was sited.
Significant views and vistas: within & outside site.
No views as through a housing estate
Woodland Plantations
Mature oaks with one cut down and one requiring
✓
removal
Major tree groups
Specimen trees
Oaks as above and willow, alder, hazel
✓
Avenues
None
Other
Shrub planting e.g. hedges, shrubberies
Unmanaged waterside shrubs including hawthorn
✓
Display planting (herbaceous planting, bedding): location
Formal hedges
Water features
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D. Community Value
Yes

No

Well used/respected by community? * see below
Evidence of community group use?
✓
Opening hours
24 hours
Notes:
 *Difficult to tell if well used as it is a way through a housing estate.
 Rubbish indicates that it is not particularly well respected

E. Wildlife value
Squirrels and birds are to be seen. Could be much better managed to preserve wild life

F. Adjacent Land Uses
% Location (or as map)

KEY:

A
B
C
D

Type
E

Residential
Commercial/office/shops
Industrial
Institutional/Educational

Notes
No discernible changes

E
F
G

Other open space
Coast
Other (describe)

G. General
(i)

Noticeable Problems/Constraints


The whole length of the pathways by the stream is unmanaged but still retains some
attraction due to its siting within a housing estate. A new footpath and bridge over the
stream part way along mentioned in the 1997 Report has not been well maintained
(see photograph). Possible safety issues with steep channel sides in places.

(ii) Noticeable unrealised potential




As above – if the site were properly managed it could be an important asset in the area
but obviously has suffered from the lack of maintenance arising from the Council
cuts.
Whilst there is little evidence of dog-fouling, a fair amount of rubbish is visible.
Possibly put back a play area. Also possibly open up the stream’s banks

e.g.
(i) Drainage, dog fouling, lighting, contamination, safety, Rights of Way, opening hours.
(ii) Archaeological, ecological, silvicultural, conservation, restoration.
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14.0 Sandy Dell & Quarry Open Space

Steps leading from the higher grassy level to the central wooded area in Sandy Dell

Owl box high in the branches of a tree
in Sandy Dell

Pathway through the central area of
Sandy Dell
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14.0 Sandy Dell & Quarry Open Space

Stream below the central wooded area and lower grassy area in Sandy Dell

One of the nature boards in Quarry Open Space
Photographs: Lesley Wilson
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14.1 Sandy Dell & Quarry Open Space
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14.1 Sandy Dell & Quarry Open Space
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14.2 Sandy Dell & Quarry Open Space
HCC Site ID

1659

Designations

SINC

Date Visited

August 2017

Grid Ref

Size

Landranger 197
Sandy Dell
SU 680 074
Quarry Open Space SU 679 072
1.4 ha

Location and Site
Sandy Dell and Quarry Open Space are two small green areas situated and surrounded by an urban
development in the area of Purbrook in Hampshire.
Sandy Dell is bordered on the east and north by Sandy Brow and to the west by Fir Copse Road. The
southern boundary of Sandy Dell, also the northern boundary of Quarry Open Space is Privet Road
and the eastern boundary of Quarry Open Space is The Thicket with the western boundary being
Widley Gardens. the southern edge of Quarry Open Space back on to gardens in the urban
development.
Purbrook is a village and local government subdivision of Hampshire on the southern outskirts of
Waterlooville, just north of the Portsmouth City boundary and approximately 3.5 km west by north of
Havant. (Vision of Britain, OS 2000)
Historical development
Sandy Dell and Quarry Open Space were originally within the ancient Royal Hunting Forest of Bere
- Portchester. The Lowland Mosaic Medium Scale Wooded landscape formed the core of the Forest
established in the 11th century. The Forest of Bere, described by Preston and Wallis (2006) as
Hampshire's finest historic landscape, was the last Forest in Hampshire and almost the last in
England to be disbanded in 1810 and in1812, was taken out of Forest Law.
Mapping at that time showed the area to be a mixture of wood, Heath, rough grassland and marsh.
(Hampshire County Council 2012).
Peter Taylor, a silversmith by trade who became rich as a result of the Seven Years War returned to
England from Germany in 1763, purchased an estate in Somerset and also at Purbrook that became
the grounds of the first Purbrook Park House.
The name Purbrook, named for the stream on the southern fringes of the forest, comes from the
Saxon words Pucan broc, meaning the brook of the water spirit. (Lambert 2017)
Sandy Dell lies approximately 300 yards North East of that original house, described as 'an elegant
mansion'. Taylor improved the site at great expense. (History of Parliament online 2017, Hampshire
Gardens Trust (HGT) Research 1996). Taylor died in 1777 and by 1807, the estate was owned by
Admiral George Keith Elphinstone, GCB, 1st Viscount Keith who devoted much of his retirement to
improving Purbrook Park Estate and his other estate in Scotland. (Artware Fineart 2017).
The house, now Purbrook Park School, was rebuilt in 1839 by John Deverell and the estate stayed in
the Deverell family until 1919 when it was acquired by Maurice Hill who sold the Parkland for
development. In 1924 the house and surrounding 3 acres were purchased by Hampshire County
Council. (Purbrook Park School 2017, HGT Research 1996). Havant Council bought Sandy Dell in
1963 for open space on a purchase order after refusing planning position. Land on the other side of
Privet Road was purchased in 1968, also under a purchase notice.
In the Great Britain Ordnance Survey (OS) 6 inch series 1840-1960, the area now known as Quarry
Open Space is shown as a sand pit to the east of Purbrook Park House and south of a marked lane.
To the north of the lane is a strip of woodland from south to north corresponding to the wooded area
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14.2 Sandy Dell and Quarry Open Space
in Sandy Dell. There is virtually no change in the 1898 and the 1909 maps. However, by 1933 urban
development has enclosed both Quarry Open Space and Sandy Dell. The lane between Quarry Open
Space was named Privet Copse Road and later renamed Privet Road (National Library of Scotland,
Maps 2017).
Current description
Both Sandy Dell and Quarry Open Space are a green oasis providing a wildlife haven within a
heavily built up area.
Sandy Dell has three distinct areas. At the eastern side is a grassy area adjacent to Sandy Brow
where there are paths and a seat. Substantial steps with a handrail lead down to the lower middle
area of woodland comprising mature trees and shrubs with pathways through the area. Within this
area is a lower sunken area. To the western boundary is a lower grassy area, separated from the
woodland by a small stream. A bridge over the stream connects the middle and lower areas.
Quarry Open Space consists of an upper grassy area towards the eastern boundary with some mature
trees adjacent to Privet Road and bounded with mature trees on the west and south. There is a central
lower sunken level.
Both Sandy Dell and Quarry Open Space appear to be reasonably well managed, provided with
nature boards, adequate litter bins and seating.
The woodland areas could tend to become
overgrown but a local environmental group is very active in the conservation and maintenance of the
site and has removed Spanish Bluebells (Hyacinthoides hispanica) and planted the native species
(Hyacinthoides non-scripta). They have also cleared invasive species such as Ground Elder
(Aegopodium podagraria) and Laurel (Prunus laurocerasus). (PAWARA Environmental Group,
2017) The pathways are well maintained. There is also evidence of the encouragement of wildlife,
an owl box being seen in one of the mature trees.
The previous HGT report in 1996 suggested Sandy Dell may qualify for SINC (Site of Importance
for Nature Conservation) status. Sandy Dell was noted as having SINC status in a Havant Borough
Townscape, Landscape and Seascape Character Assessment published in 2007 (Havant Borough
2007).
Summary and significance
This community area is well used by walkers and dog walkers and is an oasis within an urban area
that can enhance the health and well being of all those who use it. Ecologically, this site is an
important haven for wildlife having many mature trees and providing habitats for birds and small
animal species. It has been designated SINC status and is a tiny fragment from a previous important
estate and medieval forest.
References
Artware Fineart http://www.artwarefineart.com/gallery/portrait-admiral-george-keith-elphinstonegcb-1st-viscount-keith-1746-1823 accessed October 2017
Hampshire County Council (2012) Integrated Character Assessment - Forest of Bere East
http://www.hants.gov.uk accessed October 2017
Hampshire Gardens Trust Research (1996) archived material and at
http://research.hgt.org.uk/item/sandy-dell-2/ accessed October 2017
Havant Borough (2007) Townscape, Landscape and Seascape Character Assessment
http://www.havant.gov.uk accessed October 2017
Lambert T (2017) A brief history of Purbrook and Widley, Waterlooville
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14.2 Sandy Dell and Quarry Open Space
References cont’d
http://www.localhistories.org/purbrook.html accessed October 2017
NLS (National Library of Scotland) http://maps.nls.uk - accessed October 2017
Ordnance Survey (2000) Street Atlas, South Hampshire, pp 134
PAWARA (Purbrook and Widley Area Residents Association Environment Group
http://www.pawara-environmentalgroup.org.uk accessed October 2017
Preston E, Wallis S (2006) The Forest of Bere, Hampshire's Forgotten Forest, Halsgrove Discover
Series, Devon pp11 - 28 ISBN 9 782841 145167
Vision of Britain, http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/place/21054 accessed October 2017
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14 .3 Urban Parks & Open Spaces Survey/Update Record
A.

General Perception

Type/ emphasis of park
Condition & level of use
Location in relation to
urban centres
Significant landscape
elements

B.

Within and enclosed by residential areas.
A remnant of the Purbrook Park Estate and retains considerable
numbers of mature trees and ancient woodland. An urban oasis.

Land Cover

KEY:

%

Woodland area within and enclosed by residential areas for use by the
local community.
In good condition and well used by the community by walkers and dog
walkers.

1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition

Type

1

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park

2

3

4

5

Amenity Grass

✓

✓

3

Rough Grass/Meadow

✓

✓

90

Woodland/plantation

✓

5

Notes

✓

Shrub/display planting
2

Water

✓

✓

Stream runs through N to S
parallel with western
perimeter.

Formal recreation
Hard surface/pitches
Play areas

No play areas in evidence
despite an area marked thus
on Mastermap.

Other
100%
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C.
KEY:

Facilities/Features
1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition
Type
1 2 3 4
Entrances : 8 entrances/exits in total

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park (visual)

5

Sandy Dell - small entrance to north but main
pedestrian entrance at north west plus locked
North
vehicular access.
✓
✓
Quarry Open Space - main pedestrian entrance to the
north.
Quarry Open Space - main pedestrian entrance to the
East
✓
✓
east.
Sandy Dell - main pedestrian entrance to south but
South
✓
✓
further small entrance in SW corner.
Sandy Dell - main pedestrian entrance to the west
plus locked vehicular access.
West
✓
✓
Quarry Open Space - small informal pedestrian
entrance in SW corner to residential area.
Boundaries : hedge / wall/ fence etc Mixed hedges, Hawthorn hedge, short length of Laurel hedge
and low post and rail fencing (approx 45cm high).
Sandy Dell - small entrance to north but main
pedestrian entrance at north west plus locked
North
vehicular access.
✓
✓
Quarry Open Space - main pedestrian entrance to the
north.
Quarry Open Space - main pedestrian entrance to the
East
✓
✓
east.
Sandy Dell - main pedestrian entrance to south but
South
✓
✓
further small entrance in SW corner.
Sandy Dell - main pedestrian entrance to the west
plus locked vehicular access.
West
✓
✓
Quarry Open Space - small informal pedestrian
entrance in SW corner to residential area.
Paths and steps: material etc

✓

✓

Several dirt paths throughout Sandy Dell, main
pathway of Tarmac from east to west and across the
stream on bridge, also from this central path another
Tarmac path going north.
Wide steps leading to/from upper area to the east and
the lower pathway towards the westerly and northern
parts of the area. The steps are made of paving slabs
(2' x 2') with kerbstone edgings.
Main pathway in the Quarry Open Space is Tarmac
with a secondary inner dirt path.
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Type

1

2

3 4

5

Signs/interpretation : location; type

✓

✓

Three nature information signs in the two areas:
Sandy Dell - 'Flowers for all Seasons' adjacent to
main entrance on the east.
Quarry Open Space - 'Who needs Trees?' On the west
adjacent to the path, and 'Birds of Sandy Dell' on the
east adjacent to the pavement along the boundary.
No cycling, No dog fouling at all entrances. No Fly
tipping x 2 on the eastern boundary of Sandy Dell

Furniture: bins; seats
Dog litter bins near east, west and north entrances in
Sandy Dell - bin on east takes both ordinary and dog
litter.
Dog litter bins at both main entrances in Quarry Open
✓
✓
Space.
Bench seat in upper level in Sandy Dell near pathway
and facing south.
Buildings/Arch. Features (eg.arches, walls): style; use
None
Sculpture: location; type
None
Lighting
Street lighting outside both areas
Play areas
None
Significant views and vistas: within & outside site.
An enclosed woodland area - no significant views or
vistas.
Woodland Plantations
No evidence of recent planting. Large numbers of
mature trees fairly dense in some areas within Sandy
✓
✓
Dell.
Less densely planted within the Quarry Open Space
Major tree groups

Other

✓

✓

Large number of mature trees:
Sandy Dell: Acer campestre (Field Maple), Acer
pseudoplatanus (Sycamore), Alnus glutinosa (Alder),
Betula pendula(Silver Birch), Corylus avellana
(Hazel), Crataegus monogyna (Hawthorn), Fagus
sylvatica (Beech), Fraxinus excelsior (Ash), Quercus
robur (Oak)
Quarry Open Space:
As Sandy Dell plus a small plantation of Acer
platanoides (Norway Maple) including one red
cultivar - possible leftover from when the area was
part of the Purbrook Park Estate.
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Type
1 2 3 4 5
Shrub planting e.g. hedges, shrubberies
Mixed hedging, Crataegus monogyna (Hawthorn),
Ilex aquafolium (Holly), Prunus laurocerasus
(Laurel), Sambucus nigra (Elder), Rubus fruticosus
✓
✓
(Blackberry), Rosa arvensis (Field rose), Buddleja
davidii.
Display planting (herbaceous planting, bedding): location
Formal hedges
Water features
✓

✓

Natural stream flows adjacent to the western
boundary of Sandy Dell in a north south direction.

D. Community Value
Well used/respected by community?
Evidence of community group use?
Opening hours for both sites
Notes:
 Well used by walkers and dog walkers during the visit.

Yes
✓

No
✓

24 hours

E. Wildlife value
A wild life and diversity oasis within an urban residential area. With a diverse plant-life mix of
species plus some fallen branches, trees and tree stumps plus cover of shrubs and plants provides
varied habitats for many animal species. Many of the plants identified in a plant survey in 1997 are
still in evidence and were identified as 'ancient woodland vascular plants'. There is evidence of the
promotion of wildlife by the local residents association (an owl box was seen high up in one of the
trees).

F.

Adjacent Land Uses

% Location (or as map)
100

KEY:

A
B
C
D

Type
A

Residential
Commercial/office/shops
Industrial
Institutional/Educational

Notes
No change from 1997 survey

E
F
G

Other open space
Coast
Other (describe)
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G. General
(i)

Noticeable Problems/Constraints



Possibility of becoming overgrown in some areas and in need of being managed.
Fortunately a local residents association (PAWARA) are very involved with the
management and conservation of this valuable resource.
Visited on a dry sunny day - dirt paths could become wet, muddy and puddled as some
areas off the paths are reputed to be rather boggy. This could be suggestive of a fairly
high water table.

(ii) Noticeable unrealised potential


Could be a valuable education resource for conservation and diversity training.

e.g.
(i) Drainage, dog fouling, lighting, contamination, safety, Rights of Way, opening hours.
(ii) Archaeological, ecological, silvicultural, conservation, restoration.
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15.0 Scratchface Common

View looking towards the north-west corner

Playground on the southern boundary looking east
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15.0 Scratchface Common

Ballcourt looking north-west

View looking towards the north-east corner with goal posts to the left
Photographs: Pauline Powell
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15.1 Scratchface Common
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15.2 Scratchface Common
HCC Site ID
Designations
Date Visited

Not on Register
None
July & August 2017

Grid Ref
Size

Landranger 197 SU 699 070
2.7 ha

Location and Site
Scratchface Common is a large rectangular open space, surrounded on three sides by mainly 1930s
residential housing and with younger stock (1950s) on Scratchface Lane to the south. Boundaries on
the north, east and west are softened by trees. It is situated about 2km north west of Havant town
centre.
Historic Development
Largely woodland until the 19th century, new agricultural fields were enclosed from Littlepark Wood.
These were known as “assarted” or “parliamentary” type fields. The 1870 OS 6”/mile map shows
Scratchface Common as a field adjacent to the wood. The O.S. 6”/mile map of 1930 shows housing
already encroaching on the area although the Common is still retained as an open space. The Havant
Borough Local Plan (Allocations) - Open Spaces Plan Review November 2012 defines Scratchface
Common as “a multi-functional green space of low quality but high value”. £180,000 was allocated
to enhance, protect and improve equipped play area, and to improve drainage. Mention was made of
a skatepark in the Review which does not exist and is not mentioned in the 1996/7 UPS survey but
neither is the basket ball court which definitely does exist in 2017.
Current Description
The site is a gently sloping roughly rectangular space, laid to grass, which appears to be regularly
mown. The highest point is in the SW corner.There is a fenced-off playground for younger children
along the southern edge with a seat installed for observers. There is also a fenced basket ball court
which is fairly new with two paths leading to it, as well as two free standing football goal posts. A
further bench is situated in the SW corner. Along the boundaries are trees and shrubs; Quercus sp.
pyramidal Carpinus betulus, Sorbus aria sp, Sorbus intermedia, Fraxinus excelsior, Crataegus
monogyna, and Prunus spinosa, which are mainly in good condition. The space seems to be well
used and maintained, and appreciated by the surrounding residents.
Summary & Significance
Scratchface Common is an important multi-functional green open space in a built-up urban area.
References
Hampshire & Isle of Wight LXXVI O.S. 6”/mile
http://maps.nls.uk/view/102343152 - National Library of Scotland online – accessed August 2017
Hampshire & Isle of Wight LXXVI. NW O.S. 6”/mile http://maps.nls.uk/view/101441715 - National
Library of Scotland online – accessed August 2017
OS 1" mile 7th Series Sheet 181 1960 - National Library of Scotland online http://maps.nls.uk/view/91577514 - accessed August 2017; Urban Park Survey 1997 HCC
Havant Borough Local Plan (Allocations) - Open Spaces Plan Review November 2012
https://www.havant.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/OPEN%20SPACES%20PLAN%20REVIE
W%202012_final%20.pdf - accessed August 2017
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15.3 Urban Parks & Open Spaces Survey/Update Record
A.

General Perception

Type/ emphasis of park

Condition & level of use

Location in relation to
urban centres

Recreational and community use.
Good condition: amenity grass mown, play equipment working, trees
and shrubs healthy. Well used by children, young people and dogwalkers
The common is surrounded on all sides by houses. It is in a residential
suburb about 2 km north west of Havant centre

Tree planting on all boundaries
Significant landscape
elements

B.

Land Cover

KEY:

1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition

%

Type

97

Amenity Grass

1

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park

2

3

✓

4

5

Notes

✓

Mown

✓

Basket Ball Court
includes children's
playground, a large new
looking basketball goal
practice area and two football
goalposts

Rough Grass/Meadow
Woodland/plantation
Shrub/display planting
Water
Formal recreation
1

Hard surface/pitches

2

Play areas

✓
✓

✓

Other
100%
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C.
KEY:

Facilities/Features
1
2
3

Good condition
4 An asset to the Park (visual)
Average condition
5 A detraction for the Park (visual)
Poor condition
Type
1 2 3 4 5
Entrances : Five gated and one gated entrance for maintenance vehicles
North-east corner
✓
✓
Open, tarmac path from residential road (G.Watkin
East
✓
✓
Close)
South
Two entrances on Scratchface Lane
✓
✓
West
On Scratchface Lane
✓
✓
Boundaries : hedge / wall/ fence etc
North
Wooden fence/hedge
✓
✓
East
Wooden panel fence
✓
✓
South
Chain link fence
✓
✓
West
Wooden fence/hedge
✓
✓
Paths and steps: material etc
Tarmac path running N-S on East side connecting
Scratchface Lane to Mitchell Road
✓
✓
Two new tarmac paths leading to new ball court
No steps
Signs/interpretation : location; type
✓

✓

Signs prohibiting cycling and ball games against
eastern fence; horse riding and golf practice (SE and
NW entrances)

Furniture: bins; seats
2 dog waste bins; 6 litter bins; 2 benches one at SW
end of Common and one in the children's play area.
Buildings/Arch. Features (eg.arches, walls): style; use
None
Sculpture: location; type
None
Lighting
Street lights on Scratchface Lane
✓
✓
Play areas
An enclosed playground for younger children near
the southern boundary. Also a newish basketball
✓
✓
goal practice area and two goal posts.
Significant views and vistas: within & outside site
✓

✓

✓

✓

The view to the south is of houses, not as dominant
on the other three sides as there are trees along the
boundaries. The common is gently sloping south to
north; highest point is in the SW.
Views from the east towards hills/woodland in the
West (Littlepark Wood)
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Type
1
Woodland Plantations

2

3 4

✓

✓

5
There are healthy looking mature Quercus sp. and
other trees along the northern boundary and
pyramidal Carpinus betulus and Sorbus aria sp.
along the NE to SE path edge.
Sorbus intermedia and Fraxinus excelsior along the
southern boundary
Mixed hedging including Prunus spinosa and

Crataegus monogyna along the western boundary
Major tree groups
Specimen trees
Avenues
Other
Shrub planting e.g. hedges, shrubberies

Quercus sp, Sorbus intermedia and Fraxinus excelsior
None

Shrub planting in SW corner, mixed hedging along
the western boundary.
Display planting (herbaceous planting, bedding): location
None
Formal hedges
None
Water features
None

D. Community Value
Yes
✓

Well used/respected by community?
Evidence of community group use?
Opening hours
Notes:

No
✓

24 hours

E. Wildlife value
Trees and shrubs would be attractive to wildlife.

F.

Adjacent Land Uses

% Location (or as map)
100 On all four sides

KEY:

A
B
C
D

Type
A

Residential
Commercial/office/shops
Industrial
Institutional/Educational

Notes

E
F
G

Other open space
Coast
Other (describe)
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G. General
(i)

Noticeable Problems/Constraints


Scratchface Common recreation ground, a multi functional green space, is one of two
surviving former fields of cultivation assarted from Littlepark Wood

(ii) Noticeable unrealised potential




More benches could be provided to encourage people to linger.
Creation of a wildflower meadow
Bat/bird boxes in the trees

e.g.
(i) Drainage, dog fouling, lighting, contamination, safety, Rights of Way, opening hours.
(ii) Archaeological, ecological, silvicultural, conservation, restoration.
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16.0 St Albans Road

View from west corner – tower blocks on right (not visible)

View looking east showing main footpath through site with enclosed play area to the
south (tower block just visible on right)
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16.0 St Albans Road

View looking west showing main footpath with enclosed play area to the south;
south-west and west tower blocks in the distance

Main play area in south-east corner with mural on background wall
(south-east tower block visible)
Photographs: Janice Bennetts
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16.1 St Albans Road
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16.2 St Albans Road
HCC Site ID
Designations
Date Visited

Not on Register
None
August 2017

Grid Ref
Size

Landranger 197 SU 722 075
1 ha

Location and Site
St Albans Road open space and play area is approximately one mile north east of Havant town
centre, and to the east of the Havant to Petersfield Road (B2149). It is mainly an enclosed area with
3 large tower blocks, garages, a shop and some housing surrounding the green space and play areas.
Swarraton Road is a boundary on the west of this block, Lockerley Road on the south, St Albans
Road on the west, and Juventu Close and the back gardens of houses form the northern boundary. A
slight mounding has been created in the south-west play area. The site was formerly agricultural
land.
Historic Development
The 1931 to 1946 ordnance survey map shows a line of trees approximately where St Albans Road
is now located on the east of the open space. This line of trees was on the western boundary of
parkland of West Leigh House, which is to the north. East of the trees the area was most likely
farmland, although some land had been developed. Portsmouth City Council bought the land in the
1960s and developed the park in conjunction with the three tower blocks and surrounding houses. It
is managed by Havant District Council (Lambert online).
Current Description
There is a network of tarmac paths throughout the open space, the main ones forming a roughly
parallelogram shape with paths radiating from the four corners, to the east and west. The southern
path is close to the two adjacent tower blocks and has a very low wall edging, separating the path
from the grass. The northern path is probably the main thoroughfare to the shop on the north east
corner. There are several groups of trees (acers, oak, ash, poplar, and pines), which have grown
substantially since the last survey to provide very pleasant entrances on the western approaches. On
the east, railings and two gates separate the pavement from the open space and the main play area
adjacent to St Albans Road. By the south gate, and within the play area, there is a small group of
trees with some shrub planting beneath. Besides the fairly new equipment, this main play area has
an attractive painted mural wall, providing a background on the south side, and three picnic tables.
Another popular area is the high enclosed football and netball pitch in the central area between the
two main paths. Close-by the open tarmac, netball post space was not being used on our visit.
Nearby there was the remains of a shrub border. The other shrub borders were around the western
tower block. There is a scattering of individual trees throughout. On our visit there were was a
great deal of activity in most of the play areas and judging by the amount of litter, it is extremely
well used. Generally, the whole was well maintained.
Summary and Significance
St Albans Road green space has well equipped play areas, good all weather paths, fine groups of
trees and is a valuable open space within a substantial development of tower blocks and housing.
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16.2 St Albans Road
References
Map
4th ed. 25” OS map 1931-46 Hampshire County Council
Electronic sources
Lambert online http://www.localhistories.org/leigh.html [accessed 12/8/2017]
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16.3 Urban Parks & Open Spaces Survey/Update Record
A.

General Perception

Type/ emphasis of park

Pocket park amid 1960s blocks of flats

Condition & level of use

Used as access through to local shops from the west; attractive mural
wall by play area and a range of interesting equipment which was
being well used; litter about, probably from Friday evening activities
and collection not done. Litter bins inadequate and not enclosed type.

Location in relation to
urban centres

Residential + corner shop

Significant landscape
elements
Approx. age (site
observation)
Does park fit criteria?

B.

Dominated by the 3 tower blocks, tree growth has lessened the
impact.
1960s
Park does not fit criteria for the Register

Land Cover

KEY:

1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition

%

Type

70

Amenity Grass

1

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park

2

3

✓

4

5

Notes

✓

Rough Grass/Meadow
5

Woodland/plantation

5

Shrub/display planting

✓

✓

A wide range of trees,
planted in groups,
particularly on the western
entrances.
Some shrub planting around
tower blocks

Water
Formal recreation
5

15

Hard surface/pitches

✓

✓

Play areas

✓

✓

Hard standing enclosed
football & netball space
(football pitch & goal posts
no longer there)
Backed by attractive mural
wall – a wide range of
equipment

Other
100%
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C.

Facilities/Features

KEY:

Type
Entrances :

1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition
1 2 3 4

✓

✓

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park (visual)

5
Numerous entrances between the tower blocks;
main ones east and west along the main central
footpath; railings on the east and 2 gate entrances
separate the play area from the pavement along St
Albans Road.

Boundaries : hedge / wall/ fence etc
North

✓

✓

East

✓

✓

South

✓

✓

West

✓

✓

Juventu Close intrudes into the north west of the
area and the Co-op shop in the north east; between
these are the backs of gardens with mixed shrubs
and a few trees.
Paths lead into the‘private space’ of 2 tower blocks;
on the south east corner, the back wall of garages
has been painted with an attractive mural; between
the 2 blocks is an electricity sub-station; beyond the
tower blocks, garages and car parking spaces, is
Lockerley Road
St Albans Road
A tower block, entrances, groups of trees and
beyond them car parking spaces and Swarraton
Road

Paths and steps: material etc
✓

✓

Tarmac paths throughout – central paths make a
roughly parallelogram shape, the southern path
separates the area from the flats beyond; the
northern path is more open; east and west paths fork
to separate entrances.

Signs/interpretation : location; type
None noticed
Furniture: bins; seats
3 Picnic tables in play area + metal seat; tubular
seating opposite netball/football enclosed area and 2
✓
✓
metal seats nearby.
Buildings/Arch. Features (eg.arches, walls): style; use
Brick wall by south east play area painted as an
✓
✓
attractive mural
Sculpture: location; type
None
Lighting

✓

✓

Street lights on main footpath and a couple near the
play area
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Type
Play areas

1

2

3 4

5

Fairly new – a wide variety of equipment; mound
made in south east corner to mount a piece of play
✓
✓
equipment. Part now tarmac with 3 picnic tables.
Significant views and vistas: within & outside site.
Views out on all sides, but tree planting on western
entrances softens the impact of the tower block.
Significant topography
Flat
Woodland Plantations
None
Major tree groups
Range of trees planted in groups on western
approaches – acers, oaks, ash, poplar, pines; a group
of trees between play areas on the east; one
✓
✓
eucalyptus noted by the pathway near the south east
tower block
Specimen trees
Avenues
Other
Shrub planting e.g. hedges, shrubberies
Not as apparent as the last survey: noted mainly
around the western tower block; hypericum by the
✓
✓
open netball area.
Display planting (herbaceous planting, bedding): location
None
Formal hedges
Demarking the area around the flats and along the
✓
✓
path by the group of trees in the south-west corner
Water features
None

D. Community Value
Well used/respected by community?
Evidence of community group use?
Opening hours
Notes:

Yes
✓
✓
24 hours

No

E. Wildlife value
Not able to judge but would assume low
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F.

Adjacent Land Uses

% Location (or as map)
100

KEY:

A
B
C
D

Residential
Commercial/office/shops
Industrial
Institutional/Educational

G.

General

(i)

Noticeable Problems/Constraints


(ii)

Type
A
B

Notes
1960s flats & housing, high denisty
Shop on north-east corner
E
F
G

Other open space
Coast
Other (describe)

Open litter bins near the play area were not able to cope with the amount of rubbish.

Noticeable unrealised potential


None

e.g.
(i) Drainage, dog fouling, lighting, contamination, safety, Rights of Way, opening hours.
(ii) Archaeological, ecological, silvicultural, conservation, restoration.
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17.0 St Christopher’s Open Space

View looking east, with play area near the southern boundary

New play area, looking north
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17.0 St Christopher’s Open Space

View looking east towards clump of lime trees

View looking west
Photographs: Dee Clift
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17.1 St Christopher’s Open Space

Former local shops,
now housing
Clumps
of trees

Former playground,
now basketball net

4 lime
trees
Housing
highly visible

4 Acers
New playground
Clumps
of trees

Clumps
of trees
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17.2 St Christopher’s Open Space
HCC Site ID
Designations
Date Visited

Not on Register
None
July 2017

Grid Ref
Size

Landranger 197 SU 702 075
1.2 ha

Location and Site
St. Christopher's is a small rectangular open space, exposed on all sides and surrounded by residential
roads comprising mainly 1950s housing. It is situated about 1.5km west of Havant town centre, in the
post-war suburb of Leigh Park.
Historic Development
Largely agricultural land until after World War II (OS 6" map of 1870 - NLS online), 678 ha. of land
surrounding Leigh Park House to the west of Havant were purchased by Portsmouth City Council in
1944 in order to develop a new suburb for those made homeless in Portsmouth during the war. Today
Portsmouth County Council is still responsible for the maintenance of St. Christopher's Open Space.
Residential building started in 1947 and the OS 1"/mile map of 1960 shows that much of the building
had been completed, with the open space of St Christopher's clearly visible (NLS online).
The 1997 survey records that the play area was in poor condition and the site little used (1997 UPS
survey), and by 2009 the site, along with a number of other play areas, was under threat of closure
(The News - online). In 2012, the Havant Borough Local Plan Open Spaces Plan Review allocated
c£100,000 for the improvement of "equipped play and youth facilities", the results of which could be
seen during our visit in 2017.
Current Description
The site is a flat rectangular space, laid to grass, which appears to be regularly mown. There is a new
fenced-off playground for younger children, a goalpost and two basketball goals. In the middle of the
park are two benches. Around the perimeter are several clumps of trees and shrubs (lime, oak,
hawthorn, maple and blackthorn), which are mainly in good condition and soften the somewhat
exposed nature of the site. The space seems to be well used and maintained, and appreciated by the
surrounding residents.
Summary & Significance
An important open space in a built-up urban area.
References
Havant Borough Local Plan - Open Space Plan Review November 2012 https://www.havant.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/OPEN%20SPACES%20PLAN%20REVIE
W%202012_final%20.pdf - accessed July 2017
OS 6" 1859-66 Hampshire & Isle of Wight LXXVI - National Library of Scotland online http://maps.nls.uk/view/102343152 - accessed July 2017
OS 1" mile 7th Series Sheet 181 1960 - National Library of Scotland online http://maps.nls.uk/view/91577514 - accessed July 2017
The News, March 9, 2009 - http://www.portsmouth.co.uk/news/cash-shortage-hits-havantplaygrounds-1-1228148 - accessed July 2017
Urban Park Survey 1997 HCC
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17.3 Urban Parks & Open Spaces Survey/Update Record
A.

General Perception

Type/ emphasis of park

Neighbourhood pocket park. Recreational and community use.

Condition & level of use

Fair condition: amenity grass mown, play equipment working, trees
healthy apart from some bark damage on 2 trees. According to a local
resident, the park is well used by children, young people and dogwalkers

Location in relation to
urban centres

A row of shops noted in 1997 had disappeared by c2005. The park is
in a residential suburb about 1.5km west of Havant centre

Significant landscape
elements

None

B.

Land Cover

KEY:

1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition

%

Type

93

Amenity Grass

1

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park

2

3

4

5

Notes

✓

✓

mown

✓

✓

several small clumps of
trees, some bark damage

✓

includes children's
playground, a goalpost, and
2 small basketball goal
practice areas

Rough Grass/Meadow
2

Woodland/plantation
Shrub/display planting
Water
Formal recreation
Hard surface/pitches

5

Play areas

✓

Other
100%
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C.

Facilities/Features

KEY:

Type
Entrances :

1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition
1 2 3 4

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park (visual)

5
None, open access from surrounding streets

Boundaries : hedge / wall/ fence etc
None
Paths and steps: material etc
North-south path across the centre of the park, noted
in 1997 survey, now gone. No steps
Signs/interpretation : location; type
✓

✓

Sign in playground with phone number of
Playgrounds Officer, Portsmouth City Council.
Sign at eastern end prohibiting golf practice.

Furniture: bins; seats
1 dog waste bin; 1 litter bin; 2 benches in centre of
park
Buildings/Arch. Features (eg.arches, walls): style; use
None
Sculpture: location; type
None
Lighting
✓

✓

Play areas
An enclosed playground for younger children near
the southern boundary. The former play area in the
✓
✓
centre has gone. Also 2 basketball goal practice
areas, one fairly new, and a goal post.
Significant views and vistas: within & outside site.
The views outside are dominated by modern housing
on all 4 sides. The site itself is level and without
significant interest
Woodland Plantations
There are 4 fairly mature limes in the northeast
corner; and 4 acers along the western boundary and
one on the eastern boundary which were noted as
✓
✓
'new' in the 1996 survey. Most are healthy but a
couple are suffering from bark damage.
Major tree groups
Specimen trees
Avenues
Shrub planting e.g. hedges, shrubberies
✓

✓

None
None
There is a clump in the northwest corner of
sycamore, oak, hawthorn and blackthorn; and a
smaller clump in the southwest corner of oak and
hawthorn.
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Type
1 2 3 4 5
Display planting (herbaceous planting, bedding): location
None
Formal hedges
None
Water features
None

D.

Community Value
Yes
✓

No

Well used/respected by community?
Evidence of community group use?
✓
Opening hours
24 hours
Notes:
 There was evidence of a small amount of litter, as well as a divan bed and a supermarket
trolley dumped in one of the clumps of bushes. According to a local resident, the area is
well used and appreciated, with instances of lack of care/ respect by a minority.

E. Wildlife value
Low wildlife value: clover growing in the grass would attract bees, and trees and shrubs would also
be attractive to wildlife.

F.

Adjacent Land Uses

% Location (or as map)
100 On all four sides

KEY:

A
B
C
D

Type
A

Residential
Commercial/office/shops
Industrial
Institutional/Educational

Notes
The row of shops noted in the 1997 survey
was replaced by housing c2005

E
F
G

Other open space
Coast
Other (describe)

G. General
(i)

Noticeable Problems/Constraints


Lack of character

(ii) Noticeable unrealised potential


More benches could be provided to encourage people to linger.

e.g.
(i) Drainage, dog fouling, lighting, contamination, safety, Rights of Way, opening hours.
(ii) Archaeological, ecological, silvicultural, conservation, restoration.
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18.0 Stakes Lodge

Looking North

Oak tree
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16.0 Stakes Lodge

Ha-ha

Yew tree clump

Photographs: J Renshaw
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18.1 Stakes Lodge

Fallen gate post

Woodland

Woodland
Macrocarpus
Yew tree
clump
Enclosed sports
pitch
Tulip tree stump
Ha-ha
Larch
Yew Grove
Play area
Community centre
and car park
Oak
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18.2 Stakes Lodge
HCC Site ID
Designations
Date Visited

1662
SINC 1B
June 2017

Grid Ref
Size

Landranger 197 SU 690 088
9.5 ha

Location and Site
Stakes Hill Lodge Open Space, Waterlooville is encircled by residential development and two roads,
Frendstaple Road and Springwood Ave, which are situated to the west of junction 3 of the A3
London Road.
Historic Development
The park was created in 1972 when it was compulsory purchased from the Hulbert family and the
surrounding residential areas built. The site originally contained a thatched shooting Lodge built in
1800 with extensive woodland (46 ha) surrounding this. The Lodge was adapted several times and
burnt down in 1973 (HGT online).
Current Description
Stakes Hill Lodge Open Space is surrounded by a housing estate. Practically nothing remains of the
extensive woodlands of the former estate. Some trees remain, a yew arbour and clumps of mixed
woodland. Just the dead stump of the Tulip tree remains. However, the structure of the site has been
severely eroded and very little remains to reflect the character of the original estate. There are open
spaces, pathways through the woodland clumps, a wall at the site of the former ha-ha, a well-kept
playground, an enclosed sports pitch, a social hall and doctors’ surgery.
Summary & Significance
It is a small urban park serving local people, providing play and sports areas, access paths to housing
and shops. The small woodland is all that remains of Stakes Hill Estate. A housing estate surrounds
the site, with a few specimen trees and woodland clumps with pathways leading through them.
References
HGT online, http://research.hgt.org.uk/item/lodge-the-stakes-hill/ accessed June 2017
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18 .3 Urban Parks & Open Spaces Survey/Update Record
A.

General Perception

Type/ emphasis of park

Public park/open space

Condition & level of use

Well used

Location in relation to
urban centres

Centre of housing estate

Significant landscape
elements

Ancient woodland

B.

Land Cover

KEY:

1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition

%

Type

1

45

Amenity Grass

✓

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park

2

3

4

Notes

✓

Rough Grass/Meadow
50

5

None
✓

Woodland/plantation

✓

Shrub/display planting

None

Water

None

Formal recreation

None

2.5

Hard surface/pitches

✓

✓

2.5

Play areas

✓

✓

Other
100%
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C.

Facilities/Features

KEY:

Type
Entrances :

1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition
1 2 3

4
5
4

✓
✓
Boundaries : hedge / wall/ fence etc

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park (visual)

5
Multiple
Housing

Paths and steps: material etc
✓
✓
Signs/interpretation : location; type

Tarmac and unmade
None

Furniture: bins; seats
Litter and dog waste, benches, goal post.


Buildings/Arch. Features (eg.arches, walls): style; use
Brick Ha-ha – average
   
Gatepost – knocked over and broken
Sculpture: location; type
None
Lighting


Play areas
Children’s playpark and enclosed sports pitch.
✓
✓
Significant views and vistas: within & outside site.
None
Woodland Plantations
Several trees have been chopped down, also several


had fallen over. There appears to be no replanting.
Major tree groups
Yew, Oak, Beech, Larch, Corsican Pine. Tulip tree
Specimen trees


just the stump remains.
Avenues
None
Other
Mixed


Shrub planting e.g. hedges, shrubberies
None
Display planting (herbaceous planting, bedding): location
None
Formal hedges
None
Water features
None
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D. Community Value
Yes
✓
✓
24 hours

No

Well used/respected by community?
Evidence of community group use?
Opening hours
Notes:
 Lots of litter. Dog walkers, access walkers, mothers and toddlers in playpark. Older
children using enclosed sports pitch.

E. Wildlife value
Moderate – birds and insects.

F.

Adjacent Land Uses

% Location (or as map)
100

KEY:

A
B
C
D

Type
A

Residential
Commercial/office/shops
Industrial
Institutional/Educational

Notes
None

E
F
G

Other open space
Coast
Other (describe)

G. General
(i)

Noticeable Problems/Constraints


There is no evidence of a tree replanting scheme, some litter.

(ii) Noticeable unrealised potential


None

e.g.
(i) Drainage, dog fouling, lighting, contamination, safety, Rights of Way, opening hours.
(ii) Archaeological, ecological, silvicultural, conservation, restoration.
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19.0 Stockheath Common

View from North East corner

Two Trees dying and view of seating pod from North East
Photographs: Trevor Bennetts
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19.0 Stockheath Common

Line of trees by Stockheath Lane, football posts mid-distance

Similar view from north-west as previous survey
Photographs: Janice Bennetts
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19.1 Stockheath Common
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19.2 Stockheath Common
HCC Site ID
Designations
Date Visited

Not on Register
None
June 2017

Grid Ref
Size

Landranger 197 SU 713 077
3.5 ha

Location and Site
Stockheath Lane, Riders Lane and the fenced back of the housing on Purbrook Way form the
triangular shape of Stockheath Common with the two Lanes meeting on the southern apex. The area
is completely open by the Lanes with no pavements or barriers. It is located approximately 100
metres south west of Leigh Park Greywell Shopping Centre and about one and half kilometres north
of the main Havant shopping centre. Prior to the 1990s, Stockheath Road changed to Stockheath
Lane at the junction of Riders Lane to avoid confusion at the roundabout to the east. In the previous
centuries, Riders Lane and Stockheath Lane forned the main route south from a large block of former
wood-pasture/game enclosure which was not opened up until the 13th century. On this route, opposite
the Common and near the junction with Stockheath and Riders Lane, an inn is reputed to have
operated from around 1750. It eventually became the Cricketers Tavern from the mid 1850s (BHS
online). The pub, which was noted in the previous park survey, was closed in 2006 and demolished
in 2011. The site slopes slightly from north to south/south east.
Historic Development
As its name suggests, Stockheath was once Common land although as Pile, Jones and Cousins in
their ‘A Brief History of Stockheath’ explain, the question of the origin of commons and rights of
commons is impossible to answer with any certainty (BHS online). In Havant, according to Pile, it
seems likely that cattle would have been driven from the fenced common land into three exit funnelshaped areas, of which Stockheath was one, to the coastal pasture grounds. This funnel shape is
clearly seen and marked as Leigh Com’n on the 1810 1” to the mile OS map (OHM online). It is
known that animals were grazed on the eight acres of common land in the mid 19th century by tenants
of Sir George Staunton, who owned Leigh Park. Sir William Stone, the next owner of Leigh Park,
was awarded the same piece of land under the 1864 enclosure act, with the proviso ‘of preserving the
surface thereof in good condition and permitting the same to be at all times used for Exercise and
Recreation by the Inhabitants of the said parish and Neighbourhood’. He also had to maintain the
area in good condition and repair any fences. Apparently the Common was used by a local club as a
cricket ground from 1872 to the early 1900s, beyond which informal matches continued (BHS
online).
The land is now owned by Portsmouth City Council and in 1950 Havant Urban District Council,
under the Commons Act of 1899, applied to manage the Common as its main use was for exercise
and recreation. Over the last two centuries, the Common has been used for a wide variety of
recreation pursuits including an annual local fair and more recently as ‘an excellent venue’ for a
fireworks display in November (BHS online).
Current Description
Stockheath Common is mainly a mown grass area of varying quality with two enclosed play areas
and a practice football pitch with football posts. The young children's area is mainly grassed with
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19.2 Stockheath Common
specially adapted surfaces around the climbing frame and swings. The play area for older children
has higher fences, a special playing surface and netball rings, and could be used for other team
sports. Tarmac paths lead to these areas from Stockheath Lane and also to a modern ‘pod’ seating
arrangement that is partially covered. The seats are hollow tubes and slope so are not conducive to a
comfortable experience. The only other seat is again off Stockheath Lane, nearer the junction with
Riders Lane and has concrete supports and wooden slats. This seat could possibly be the one noted
by the copses in the previous survey. The two copses of hawthorn and oak by the play areas are in
good condition. It appears that another group of 5 trees was planted in the north west corner at the
same time as the lines of trees parallel to the Lanes, noted in the previous survey. These trees,
hornbeam, maples, oaks and hawthorns, have matured and provide welcome breaks in the views
from within the Common towards the surrounding housing. There is no sign that these have been
vandalised, although two near the play areas are dying. According to a local resident, the northern
boundary was completely fenced from the housing in 2016. Near the fence and the north west exit,
there is one older oak tree. To the east of the tree the boundary is unkempt – scrub, small hawthorn
trees, nettles, brambles, long grass and seedlings of varying sorts.
Summary and Significance
Stockheath Common is an ancient open space that is now an important play and relaxation area for
the local community living in the densely populated surrounding area.
Recommendations
The Common would probably be more widely used by older local residents if there were more seats
available. It is considered that the site should be added to the Hampshire Register of Local Parks
and Gardens.
References
BHS online – John Pile, Steve Jones, Ralph Cousins A Brief History of Stockheath, Havant History
Booklet No. 2 - http://www.hhbkt.com/assets/2_A_Brief_History_of_Stockheath.pdf [accessed
23/6/2017]
OHM online – Old Hampshire Mapped http://www.geog.port.ac.uk [accessed 23/6/2017]
1997 Urban Park Survey, Land Use Consultants, Hampshire County Council
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19.3 Urban Parks & Open Spaces Survey/Update Record
A.

General Perception

Type/ emphasis of park

Flat, open triangular shaped common land with uneven surface

Condition & level of use

Mainly cut grass (according to local resident used extensively) also
site for yearly firework display

Location in relation to
urban centres

Surrounded by residential housing

Significant landscape
elements

Northern boundary fenced, lines of trees on the western (12) and
south east (28 – 2 dying) boundaries; remnants of copse on north east.

Approx. age

The name gives the clue – common land

Does park fit criteria for
the Register?

The site should be considered for the Register of Hampshire’s
Historic Parks and Gardens.

B.

Land Cover

KEY:

1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition

%

Type

>80

Amenity Grass

1

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park

2

3

4

✓

✓

✓

✓

5

Notes

Rough Grass/Meadow
<10

Woodland/plantation
Shrub/display planting
Water
Formal recreation
Hard surface/pitches

<5

Play areas

✓

<5

Informal play areas

✓

Practice football posts/
cricket possible

100%
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C.

Facilities/Features

KEY:

1
2
3

Type
Entrances :

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition
1 2 3 4

✓
Boundaries : hedge / wall/ fence etc
North
✓
✓
East, west & south

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park (visual)

5
Open access, west and south east
Northern boundary completely fenced (2016)
Stockheath Lane and Riders Lane form the east and
west boundaries and the junction of the 2 form the
most southern point

Paths and steps: material etc
✓

Short tarmac paths to play areas in north east

Signs/interpretation : location; type
3 notices stating no golf to be played
3 notices about dog fouling
Furniture: bins; seats
5 dog/litter bins
2 seats – 1 concrete & timber other all metal with
sloping seats and cover not that comfortable
Buildings/Arch. Features (eg.arches, walls): style; use
None
Sculpture: location; type
None
Lighting
Few lights on western boundary
Play areas
2 formal enclosed play spaces, 1 with netball rings
✓
✓
the other with children’s play equipment.
Open space all available for play – ½ size football
✓
✓
practice posts – ground not marked out
Significant views and vistas: within & outside site.
Housing visible all around
Woodland Plantations
Major tree groups
Copses
Lines of trees on west
and south-east
Other
Shrub planting e.g. hedges, shrubberies

Hawthorn & oak copses
Acer, hornbeam, hawthorn, birch; 2 dead ones on
south west line

None
Display planting (herbaceous planting, bedding): location
None
Formal hedges
Water features
None
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D. Community Value
Well used/respected by community?
Evidence of community group use?
Opening hours
Notes:
 Used by dog walkers and families according to local resident


Yes
✓
✓
24 hours

No

Used annually for a firework display (website)

E. Wildlife value
Not apparent – northern hedge by fence not trimmed – possible site

F.

Adjacent Land Uses

%

Location (or as map)
Pub noted on previous survey
Residential housing
Boundary roads W & E

95
5
KEY:

A
B
C
D

Type

Residential
Commercial/office/shops
Industrial
Institutional/Educational

A
G

Notes
Closed in 2006
1930s housing & 1960s flats
Roads form a ‘V’ at south junction of
Stockheath Lane and Riders Lane.
E
Other open space
F
Coast
G Other (describe)

G. General
(i)

Noticeable Problems/Constraints


No dog fouling noticed, a few pieces of litter but did not seem a problem.

(ii) Noticeable unrealised potential


Open space – plenty of space for younger members of the community; opportunities
for relaxation for older members limited by lack of seating.

e.g.
(i) Drainage, dog fouling, lighting, contamination, safety, Rights of Way, opening hours.
(ii) Archaeological, ecological, silvicultural, conservation, restoration.
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20.0 Waterlooville Recreation Ground

Children’s play area

Grass mounds

150

20.0 Waterlooville Recreation Ground

Looking NE to pavilion

Looking W, cherry trees and beech
hedge

Photographs: Eleanor Waterhouse
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20.1 Waterlooville Recreation Ground

Pre School and
Day Nursery
Grassy mounds
Car Park
Climbing wall

Fenced pitch

Mixed young
woodland

Sand pit & play
1930s Lodge House

Fenced play area

Cherry trees
Mencap Centre
and Day Nursery
Basketball net

Oak trees
Bowling Green
& Club House
Cricket pitch

Young trees

Oak
trees

Cricket
nets

Pavilion
Tennis courts

Views to open
countryside
Car
park

Sycamore
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20.2 Waterlooville Recreation Ground
HCC Site ID
Designations
Date Visited

1667
None
July 2017

Grid Ref
Size

Landranger 197 SU 681 103
7.2 ha

Location and Site
Waterlooville is a residential area to the south west of the Queen’s Enclosure and Park Wood, and
north west of an industrial area between the A3 and the B2150 to Denmead.
Historic Development
The Waterlooville Recreation Ground is on the site of a Forest of Bere Enclosure awarded to the
Bishop of Winchester in 1814. It was extra parochial, its north boundary having been the parish
boundary between Catherington and extra parochial land. In 1815 a large plot of land, including the
recreation ground site, was first leased to, and later in 1821 bought by, William Friend of Hart Plain.
The recreation ground site became part of the Hart Plain Estate, which included the house built in the
1930’s (now 42 Wallis Road). An 1870 map shows that an area with the same field boundaries as the
existing recreation ground was part of the ‘park’ of the estate of Park Wood. At that time there was
planting on the western edge and in the north- west corner. The Hart Plain Estate remained in the
ownership of the Friend family until it was sold to the Hart Plain Company. This was offered for sale
in 1910 as building plots, building sites and smallholdings.
Following population increase about 1925, the Waterlooville District Recreation Committee gave as
a gift to the local council 4.5ha (11.25 acres) of ground in response to demand for a recreation
ground. This was opened in 1927 and included tennis courts, paths, a bowling green, children’s
playground and a wet day playhouse.
Current Description
It is now surrounded by the Berg housing estate to the west, and the detached houses of Wallis Road
and Rowlands Avenue to the east. The house in the park at the end of Wallis Road was built in the
1930s as the lodge house. Inside the park boundaries there are two children’s day nurseries.
Designated car parks lie on the west and east side of the recreation ground. The park has wellmaintained tarmac paths around the perimeter and separating the northern half from the southern half,
which is now called Jubilee Park. The recreation ground contains the Waterlooville Bowling Club,
surrounded by a beech hedge, together with a large sports pavilion, fenced tennis courts, a cricket
pitch, screens and practice nets, football area, and a basket-ball hoop. There is a fenced tarmacked
area for ball games and for younger children a sandpit, climbing wall and fenced play area. Next to
the climbing frame are two sculptures which children can play on. There are many well-maintained
benches at frequent intervals and bins for litter and dog waste.
The park is bisected by a tarmac path along which is a line of cherry trees, the children’s play area,
sandpit, climbing wall and iPlay system. In the northern half of the park there is a very attractive area
of wild grassy mounds with informal paths. The land slopes up to the east, towards a wild area of
young mixed woodland of ash, hazel, hawthorn and brambles and some mature deciduous trees, then
around to the 1930’s house in the park.
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20.0 Waterlooville Recreation Ground
The southern half, now called Jubilee Park, contains a range of sporting facilities, bowling green,
tennis courts, cricket and football pitches, a basketball practice hoop and cricket nets.
Throughout the park there are clumps of mature and younger oak trees, and areas of trees including
sycamore, field maple, hawthorn, ash and silver birch.
Summary & Significance
An exceptionally well maintained thriving park, popular with all ages and members of society. It has
extensive sports facilities and informal recreation areas. The grassy mounded wild area, mature trees
and young woodland greatly enhance the park and conceal the surrounding housing giving it a rural
feel. It is an important green breathing space in a very built up urban area.
References
Hampshire Gardens Trust - http://research.hgt.org.uk/item/waterlooville-recreation-ground/ accessed August 2017
Urban Park Survey 1997 HCC
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20.3 Urban Parks & Open Spaces Survey/Update Record
A.

General Perception

Type/ emphasis of park

Sports and recreation

Condition & level of use

Excellent and well used, children’s play facilities updated since the
survey in 1997.

Location in relation to
urban centres

Urban park

Significant landscape
elements

Areas of specimen and mature trees, young woodland and grassy
mounds

B.

Land Cover

KEY:

1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park

2

3

%

Type

1

4

35

Amenity Grass

✓

✓

15

Rough Grass/Meadow

✓

✓

3

Woodland/plantation

✓

✓

Notes

Shrub/display planting

None

Water

None

Formal recreation

✓

✓

Hard surface/pitches

✓

✓

5

Play areas

✓

✓

2

Other

✓

✓

40

5

Car parks

100%
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C.
KEY:

Facilities/Features
1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition
1 2 3 4

Type
Entrances :
North
✓
East
✓
South
✓
West
✓
Boundaries : hedge / wall/ fence etc
North

East

South

West

Paths and steps: material etc
✓

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park (visual)

5

✓
✓
✓
✓

From Chaucer Close
From Wallis Road and car park
From Jubilee Road
From Milton Road and car park






Housing
Housing and trees
Light industry and housing
Housing

✓

Tarmac

Signs/interpretation : location; type
None
Furniture: bins; seats
Numerous
✓
✓
Buildings/Arch. Features (eg.arches, walls): style; use
Sports pavilion
✓
✓
Sculpture: location; type
By children’s play area. Concrete mushroom and


tree stump
Lighting
None
Play areas
Sandpit, climbing wall, fenced hard surface play


area, children’s play park, iPlay system.
Significant views and vistas: within & outside site.
See map
Woodland Plantations
Sandpit, climbing wall, fenced hard surface play


area, children’s play park, iPlay system.
Major tree groups
Specimen trees
Oaks, field maple, sycamore, cherry


Avenues
One oak avenue and one cherry avenue


Other
Shrub planting e.g. hedges, shrubberies
Beech hedge around bowling green


Display planting (herbaceous planting, bedding): location
None
Formal hedges
Beech hedge around bowling green


Water features
None
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D.

Community Value
Yes
✓
✓
24 hours

No

Well used/respected by community?
Evidence of community group use?
Opening hours
Notes:
 Open 24 hours, dog walkers, cyclists, mothers and small children, wheel chair users,
walkers, picnickers, runners, footballers, bowlers, youths.

E. Wildlife value
Moderate

F. Adjacent Land Uses
% Location (or as map)
5 South
95 As map
KEY:

A
B
C
D

Type
C
A

Residential
Commercial/office/shops
Industrial
Institutional/Educational

Notes

E
F
G

Other open space
Coast
Other (describe)

G. General
(i)

Noticeable Problems/Constraints


None. This well maintained public park is widely used by all members of society.

(ii) Noticeable unrealised potential


No public toilets

e.g.
(i) Drainage, dog fouling, lighting, contamination, safety, Rights of Way, opening hours.
(ii) Archaeological, ecological, silvicultural, conservation, restoration.
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21.0 Wecock Common

Perimeter bank

Path and undergrowth
Photographs: Eleanor Waterhouse
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21.0 Wecock Common

Woodland paths
Photographs: Jeanne Renshaw
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21.0 Wecock Common

Numerous paths within woodland

Woodland is
highly visible from
surrounding area
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21.2 Wecock Common
HCC Site ID
Designations
Date Visited

1822
SINC iD
July 2017

Grid Ref
Size

Landranger 197 SU 683 115
4.9 ha

Location and Site
Wecock Common is in the Cowplain area of Havant to the west of the A3 London Road and
surrounded by residential housing. It is a remnant of the Forest of Bere.
Historic Development
Wecock Common once formed part of the Forest of Bere dating back at least 300 – 500 years. The
present common was defined by earth banks which date back to the same period. Between 1810 and
1870 much of the land outside the banks was cleared for farmland. In the 1970s the land outside the
banks became housing.
Current Description
With the exception of some veteran yews, the oldest trees are growing on the boundary banks. The
trees in the centre are only c150 years, suggesting that the woodland has been thinned and managed.
The centre also contains coppiced hazel. A survey in 2000 by John Rowe of the Hampshire Wildlife
Trust found mostly oak, with an under layer of yew, holly, crab apple and birch. Of 80 species of
flora recorded, 22 were Ancient Woodland Vascular Plants (HGT - online).Wecock Common
supports a large number and variety of wild birds and butterflies, and in spring it is a bluebell wood.
Summary & Significance
Wecock Common is a surviving fragment of the Forest of Bere. Historical boundary banks preserve
the ancient woodland which is now surrounded by housing developments.
References
(HGT) - Hampshire Gardens Trust research - http://research.hgt.org.uk/item/wecock-common/ accessed 10.08.17.
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21.3 Urban Parks & Open Spaces Survey/Update Record
A.

General Perception

Type/ emphasis of park

Ancient woodland, no change.

Condition & level of use

An overgrown dark dense woodland, minimal evidence of
maintenance, paths had been strimmed recently. Used by dog
walkers, access routes and bikes.

Location in relation to
urban centres

Surrounded by housing.

Significant landscape
elements

Ancient woodland.

B.

Land Cover

KEY:

%

1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition

Type

1

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park

2

3

4

5

Notes

Amenity Grass
Rough Grass/Meadow
100

Woodland/plantation

✓

✓

No change

Shrub/display planting
Water
Formal recreation
Hard surface/pitches
Play areas
Other
100%
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C.
KEY:

Facilities/Features
1
2
3

Good condition
Average condition
Poor condition
1 2 3 4

Type
Entrances :
North
✓
East
✓
South
✓
West
✓
Boundaries : hedge / wall/ fence etc
North
✓
East
✓
South
✓
West
✓
Paths and steps: material etc
✓

4
5

An asset to the Park (visual)
A detraction for the Park (visual)

5

✓
✓
✓
✓

Numerous
See map
Numerous
See map

✓
✓
✓
✓

Numerous desire lines
Fencing between back gardens and Common
Numerous desire lines
Fencing between back gardens and Common

✓

Some wood chip, some trodden earth

Signs/interpretation : location; type
Council no dumping sign
Furniture: bins; seats
None
Buildings/Arch. Features (e.g.arches, walls): style; use
None
Sculpture: location; type
None
Lighting
None
Play areas
None
Significant views and vistas: within & outside site.
No change
Woodland Plantations
No change
Major tree groups
Specimen trees
No change
Avenues
None
Other
Shrub planting e.g. hedges, shrubberies
None
Display planting (herbaceous planting, bedding): location
None
Formal hedges
None
Water features
None
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D. Community Value
Yes
✓

Well used/respected by community?
Evidence of community group use?
Opening hours
Notes:


No
✓

24 hours

Evidence of tipping of household, garden waste and litter at many entrance points. Used
by dog walkers, access routes and bikes.

E. Wildlife value
Moderate

F.

Adjacent Land Uses

% Location (or as map)
100 As map

KEY:

A
B
C
D

Type
A

Residential
Commercial/office/shops
Industrial
Institutional/Educational

Notes
No change

E
F
G

Other open space
Coast
Other (describe)

G. General
(i)

Noticeable Problems/Constraints




No engagement between the council and residents to understand an ancient
Woodland.
No information boards, no evidence of community volunteer groups' interest in the
woodland. It appears very dark, dense and unwelcoming.
Lots of dumping and general litter.

(ii) Noticeable unrealised potential



Lack of educational value and residential engagement makes the woodland feel unsafe
to enter and unfriendly.
It is not a destination woodland in spite of it being an ancient remnant of the Forest of
Bere.

e.g.
(i) Drainage, dog fouling, lighting, contamination, safety, Rights of Way, opening hours.
(ii) Archaeological, ecological, silvicultural, conservation, restoration.
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